Some Thoughts on the Encyclical Magnifica Humanitas of Pope Leo X1V

If you know anything about me, it might surprise you to know that I used technology the other
day. I asked the Vatican’s own Al machine — Magisterium Al — to summarise the Pope’s latest
Encyclical Magnifica Humanitas for me. This is perhaps very suitable, because this encyclical
focusses on the use of Al. There is truly magisterial teaching by Pope Leo on Al in this
document, which goes beyond a mere analysis of how Al works. The opening Latin words of
the Encyclical give us the clue: Magnifica Humanitas - in English The Grandeur of Humanity
— that humanity is at the centre of the papal teaching, not just on the use of Al, but how it
affects, for example, the use of labour and the notion of the just war. To look at these themes
in detail, | had to abandon Al and read it myself!

Why has the Holy Father focussed on Al for his first encyclical? (an encyclical is the most
important way in which the Pope teaches). Because we are all talking about it and using it. Just
listen to what teachers think about the challenges of Al. Al is already influencing who gets jobs
or loans, what news we see, what children encounter online, and even decisions made in
warfare. These are not merely technical issues; they are deeply human and moral questions.

At the heart of Magnifica Humanitas are two biblical images. The first is the Tower of Babel:
humanity using power and technology without wisdom, leading to confusion and division. The
second is the prophet Nehemiah rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls following their destruction,
through prayer, cooperation, and care for the community. Pope Leo X1V says we face the same
choice today. Al can be used to exploit, control, and divide, or it can serve human dignity,
solidarity, and the common good.

The encyclical, therefore, is not anti-technology. Rather, it insists that technology is never
neutral; it reflects the values of those who create and use it. The real question is not whether
we will use Al, but what kind of people we will become while using it. The Holy Father has a
major concern that Al will dehumanise us — make us less than people created in God’s image.
He shows us that Al could lead to a new form of slavery. While being open about the Church’s
complicity with slavery in the past, he explains that this new technology can breed new slavery
— it still needs human beings, often poorly paid, to do data labelling, model training and
moderation. It reduces men and women to data — often those who extract the rare minerals used
to make the hardware. Al means that we have to reset the Just War theory, as humanity must
use diplomacy and forgiveness rather than resorting to Al controlled weapons.

This document matters to everyone. If you use a smartphone, social media, or simply want to
live faithfully in an increasingly digital world, this encyclical speaks to you. Pope Leo XIV
calls us not to fear technology, but to remain deeply human: he says: ‘For this reason... I invite
everyone to contemplate, in the face of the Son of God, the grandeur of humanity (Magnifica
humanitatis) that shines as a light also on the era of Al. Even when machines excel in
efficiency, a human face that asks to be gazed upon remains at the centre of our history.’



