HYMNS FOR Sunday 10am MASS

MASS INTENTIONS 7th Dec —14th December 2025

ENTRANCE 100 Come thou long expected
KYRIE 497 Missa de Angelis

GLORIA NO GLORIA

GOSPEL ACCL. 70 (Verse said)

OFFERTORY 101 Now watch for God’s coming :
SANCTUS 499 Missa de Angelis
MEMORIAL ACCL. | Missa Simplex

OUR FATHER Said S
AGNUS DEI 500 Missa de Angelis
COMMUNION 111 My soul in stillness waits
RECESSIONAL 107 The King of glory

Let us remember in our prayers
all those in our parish who are sick, housebound, or with-
out personal prayer support, and those whose anniver-
saries occur at this time. May they feel the comfort of our
prayers and the presence of God’s love.

Pope’s December prayer intention:
‘For Christians in areas of conflict’

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or con-
flict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of
peace, reconciliation, and hope.

The Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network: https:
The Pope Video: https:/ /thepopevideo.org/
Pray with Pope Leo XIV: https://clicktopray.org/monthly

WWW.popesprayer.va

Date Time |Intention
Sat6th| 5pm | Patrick Murphy (Birthday Anniversary)
Sun7th| 8am | People of the Parish
10am | Anthony & Silvia Roberts (RIP)
11:30am | [talian Mass
Mon 8th| 10am | Vera Dolan (Anniversary)
Tue9th| 10am | Anne & Eugene O’Sullivan (Anniversary)
Wed10th | 10am |Lydia Ogundimu (Intentions)
Thullth| 10am |John Rea (RIP)
Fri12th | 10am |Anne Kiely (Birthday Intentions)
Sat 13th | 12:30pm | BAPTISM
Pat Symth (RIP)

Main Altar Sanctuary Lamp | People of the Parish

Sacred Heart Jack Tighe (Intentions)

Our Lady Lydia Ogundimu (Intentions)

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES

PARISH NEWS & INFORMATION

Help Decorate the Church for Christmas!
Would you like to join us in decorating the church for Christmas?
A Date: Saturday, 13th December -
A Time: 1:30 PM DG
tveryone is welcome to help—including children. Let s make our
church beautiful for the festive season!

SVP Vinnie Pack Project
The SVP are distributing over 10,000 Vinnie Packs contain-
ing cold weather essentials to the homeless and those
spending the principal part of their day on the streets.
Each pack contains thermal gloves, thermal hat, two pairs
of socks, flannel, toothbrush, toothpaste, information
sheet and pen. Please could you consider sponsoring
packs at a suggested donation of £4.10 per pack? Dona-
tions can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London
SW1P 9EZ with cheques made out to SVP or by bank
transfer to Nat West sort code 60-60-04,
account no. 4608 8237.
Thank you so much for your support.

CAFOD Jubilee Icon — A Visit to Our Diocese

Next week, CAFOD’s Jubilee Icon will arrive in the Diocese of
Westminster and begin its journey to various “Places of Hope” —
including schools, parishes, chaplaincies, a prison, St Alban’s
Cathedral, and Westminster Cathedral.

As this Jubilee Year draws to a close, the Icon’s visit is a beautiful
opportunity to pause and pray. It reminds us of God’s presence
among us and calls us to be signs of hope for others
this Christmas.

Prayer and Reflection Resources are available to help individu-
als, groups, and parishes pray with the Icon.

To find out more and see the full schedule of locations, please
see the poster on the church board or visit:
https://rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-2025/jubilee-icon-tour/

Wed 24th 10am | Tuesday Mass of Advent
5pm | Family Mass with Children’s Tableau
7.30pm | Sri Lankan Chaplaincy Mass
11.30pm | Carols and Readings
12am | Midnight Mass
Thu 25th 10am | The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Day
11.30am | Italian Mass

Confession will be available after every morning mass (Monday to
Friday) from Monday 15th December until 24th December.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES

Should you wish to make a Christmas Offering to the church this
year, the envelopes are ready to be taken away from the Porch. Your
offering helps to cover the cost of our Priests stipends, we thank you
generously for supporting them. Should you wish to give one of our

Priests a gift you must do that separately through a card with their

name on it, or some other means through the letter box.
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CANTUS
CAROLS

Drirector: Bergamin Jardim

Join us on the 18th of December at 7pm for a Carol Service at the
Church of the Transfiguration. Come along, sing a few carols, and enjoy

the start of the festive season.

Festive food and warm drinks will be served during the interval! ~+

Church of the Transfiguration, 1 Wrentham Awve, London, NW10 3HT
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Email: kensalrise@rcdow.org.uk
www.transfigparishkensalrise.org.uk

Facebook : www.facebook.com/COTTKR
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Parish Priest
Monsignor Roger Reader
rogerreader@rcdow.org.uk

0208 451 4677
Assistant Priest
Fr Matteo Di Giuseppe
matteodigiuseppe@rcdow.org.uk
Italian Chaplaincy
Fr Natalino Mignolli

Parish Office

kensalrise@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office opens: Tues, Wed,
Thurs, Fri 10:00am - 3:00pm
e ——%
Sunday Masses: (Sat Spm*) Sun
8am & 10am
Italian Mass: Sun 11:30am
Weekday Masses: Mon, Tues,
Wed, Thurs & Fri 10am
Confession: Sat 4pm before
Mass or by appointment
Exposition: Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday before 10am Mass

* Livestreamed
: ] - — &

LAST WEEK OFFERINGS
£650.26
LAST MONTH STANDING ORDERS
£3996.50
LAST MONTH CONTACTLESS INCOME

£911.50

KENSAL PINES

|
|
|
10% OFF VOUCHER FOR THE I
PARISHIONERS OF KENSAL RISE I
Please cut out this coupon and give to KENSAL |
PINES when placing your order for 2025. |

THE TRANSFIGURATION
CATHOLIC CHURCH
KENSAL RISE

DECEMBER, MONTH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7th December 2025

Have you been watching The Kingdom, Sir David Attenborough’s latest series on the
BBC? I am lost in admiration for the cameramen and technicians who make these pro-
grammes. We are sometimes given an insight into the complexities of capturing animal be-
haviour as at the end they show us how some of the scenes were filmed. Basically, these peo-
ple need huge amounts of patience. The world they portray is not a comfortable one. The
sweet little lion kittens will grow up into amazing killing machines, whose instinct teaches
them to hunt down, ambush and then kill their prey. There is a lot of blood and the tearing of
flesh as they eat.

Isaiah in our most beautiful first reading looks forward to a time of peace and integri-
ty. This is not the world The Kingdom Portrays. Yes, most people today, they would say they
seek peace—peace in the world and peace in the whole of creation. They would like the wolf
and lamb to lie down together. However, scripture’s constant link of peace with personal and
institutional integrity is not so popular, because it challenges us. Isaiah tells of the coming
time of the true judge, the person of perfect integrity who, filled with the spirit of wisdom,
inaugurates a time of peace in a transformed creation.

But think for a moment: wolves that don’t fancy lamb for supper, or lions lunching on
straw in preference to oxen, is not natural. Isaiah’s vision is of a seriously transformed crea-
tion; truly a new creation rooted in integrity. It bears no relation to the world David Attenbor-
ough shows us. Isaiah lifts our eyes beyond this natural world and gives us a prophetic fore-
shadowing of the world renewed in Christ.

That is why the Church gives us John the Baptist so prominently in Advent. John
stands at the hinge between the promise of Isaiah and the fulfilment in Jesus. He announces
that the transformation Isaiah foresaw is not merely poetic imagery—it requires real conver-
sion. John confronts the crowds with uncompromising honesty: “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.” His call is not about outward gestures or pious sentiment but about
the deep re-shaping of the heart. True conversion, he insists, bears fruit. It redirects lives. It
restores integrity. It prepares a people ready to welcome the One who judges with righteous-
ness and sees beyond appearances.

And yet, the transformation John demands is not confined to the Jordan River in the
first century. It reaches into our daily living. Today, in the UK at least, we no longer face the
brutal punishments, public executions or disregard for the vulnerable that marked many earli-
er periods of history. This is because of our Christian history and values. We live in a society
where the infirm are valued, where the weak are assisted. We cannot take this for granted,
however, as some parts of our society lose their Christian belief. The weak are being pushed
to one side once more and abortion and Euthanasia take control.

We must treasure Isaiah’s vision and defend it against those who seek to marginalise
the weak and return us to the cruelty of past civilisations. We are not lions hunting down the
vulnerable. We are the followers of Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah.
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