HYMNS FOR Sunday 10am MASS

MASS INTENTIONS 22nd March —29th March 2026

ENTRANCE 200 Praise to you O Christ our Saviour Date Time |Intention
KYRIE German Mass Sat21st| 5pm | Vera Dolan (Birthday Remembrance)
GLORIA - Sun 22nd| 8am | Mary Herlihy (5th Anniversary)
GOSPEL ACCL. 185 (verse said) 10am | People of the Parish
OFFERTORY 217 Gift of love 11:30am | Jtalian Mass
SANCTUS German Mass Mon 23rd | 10am | Matthew Nicholas (Birthday Anniv.)
MEMORIAL ACCL. | Missa Simplex Tue 24th | 10am | Fr Pierre Al-Rahi, Lebanon (RIP)
OUR FATHER Said Wed 25th | 10am |Kostas Kostopoulos (Intentions)
AGNUS DEI German Mass Thu 26th | 10am | Vera Dolan (RIP)
COMMUNION 182 From Ashes to the living font, Vs 1, 2, 3 Sunday Fri27th | 9:15am |STATIONS OF THE CROSS

V, All Sundays 10am |Maisie Carthy (RIP)
RECESSIONAL 629 Tam the bread of life 11:30am | FUNERAL T/L Dennis Pearce

The Funeral for the late Dennis Pearce will take place

s=twm | here on Friday 27th at 11:30am followed by the burial at

Old Paddington Cemetery. Please keep Dennis and his
family in your prayers during this difficult time.

Sat28th| 5pm |Gina Ponzoni (Birthday)

Main Altar Sanctuary Lamp | People of the Parish

Sacred Heart Liam Clear & Family (Intentions)

Pope’s prayer intention for March:
“For disarmament and peace.”

“Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament,
particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose
the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.”

The Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network: https://www.popesprayer.va/
The Pope Video: https://thepopevideo.org/
Pray with Pope Leo XIV: https://clicktopray.org/monthly

Our Lady Fr Pierre Al-Rahi, Lebanon (RIP)

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of
Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral,
Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm.

Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass all couples in the Dio-
cese, who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th,
50th and 60th (and every year over 60)
wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2026.

If you are celebrating an anniversary, please email your parish
office the following details: husband and wife’s names, wedding
date, full postal address and contact email
(or telephone number, if no email).

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
X/ The parish office will be closed from Tuesday 24th
4 & March, re-opening on Tuesday 7th April.

LENT

PENITENTIAL SERVICE
A Penitential Service with confessions will be held
on Monday 30th March at 7pm
in St Mary Magdalen Church.

Lenten Appeal: “Because we are formed in faith, we
are sent in love.”

As we continue our journey through Lent, thank you to
everyone who has already supported
the Lenten Appeal.
www.rcdow.org.uk/LentenAppeal

Scan Me

PARISH NEWS & INFORMATION

Holy Week - Rehearsal for Altar Servers

There will be rehearsals for Altar Servers in
preparation for Holy Week
on Holy Monday after Mass at 10:45am

&

Holy Places Collection
As we do every year, there will be a collection
on Good Friday 3rd April to support the Holy Places
in the Holy Land.

EASTER OFFERING ENVELOPES
Should you wish to make an Easter Offering to the church
this year, the envelopes are ready to be taken away from
the Porch. Your offering helps to cover the cost of our
Priests stipends, we thank you generously for supporting
them. Should you wish to give one of our Priests a gift you
must do that separately through a card with their name on
it, or some other means through the letter box
until Sunday 19th April.

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT
Friday 24th April at 7pm in the Hall

Reserve your Bingo Books now after Masses

Nig@
from Saturday 21st March.

Do not miss out on what promises to be a fantastic even-
ing for everyone, with drinks and cash prizes to win!
This is a CASH event.
Wintershall Passion of Jesus,

Good Friday April 3rd, Trafalgar Square
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Free performances at 12pm and 3.15pm. A dramatic
’,«/) presentation of the Passion of Jesus which should not be
missed. Get there early to get the best views in Trafalgar
““f”% Square. Come prepared to sit on the ground in whatever
the weather may be. You won't regret witnessing this ex-
traordinary event.
For those who cannot get to the Square it is also
livestreamed: https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/the-
passion-of-jesus-2026/

P Chamberlayne Road
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Email: kensalrise@rcdow.org.uk
www.transfigparishkensalrise.org.uk

Facebook : www.facebook.com/COTTKR

0
PARISH TEAM
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Parish Priest
Monsignor Roger Reader
rogerreader@rcdow.org.uk

0208 451 4677
Assistant Priest
Fr Matteo Di Giuseppe
matteodigiuseppe@rcdow.org.uk
Italian Chaplaincy
Fr Natalino Mignolli

Parish Office

kensalrise@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office opens: Tues, Wed,
Thurs, Fri 10:00am - 3:00pm
b x
Sunday Masses: (Sat Spm*) Sun
8am & 10am
Italian Mass: Sun 11:30am
Weekday Masses: Mon, Tues,
Wed, Thurs & Fri 10am
Confession: Sat 4pm before
Mass or by appointment
Exposition: Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday before 10am Mass
* Livestreamed
] X
LAST WEEK OFFERINGS
£509.40
LAST MONTH STANDING ORDERS

£3,871.50

LAST MONTH CONTACTLESS INCOME

£682.50

Thank you for your
contribution to the Parish!
® x

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan
Trust (WRCDT)

Registered Charity No: 233699

THE TRANSFIGURATION
CATHOLIC CHURCH
KENSAL RISE

MARCH, MONTH OF SAINT JOSEPH
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

22nd March 2026

The Fifth Sunday of Lent in Year A draws the Church into one of the most dramatic and re-
vealing moments in the Gospel of John: the raising of Lazarus of Bethany by Jesus Christ. As
the Lenten journey approaches its final days, this Gospel confronts us with a profound ques-
tion: Do we truly believe that Christ has power over death—not only at the end of life, but in
the broken places of our lives today?

The story is familiar. Lazarus, the brother of Martha of Bethany and Mary of Bethany, falls
gravely ill. The sisters send word to Jesus, confident that their friend and teacher will come
quickly. Yet Jesus delays. By the time he arrives, Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days.
For Martha and Mary, hope appears lost. Their grief echoes a sentiment many believers know
well: “Lord, if you had been here...”

This moment captures a central tension in the Christian life. Faith does not prevent suffering,
confusion, or delay. Often, it deepens the questions we carry. Why does God seem late? Why
do prayers appear unanswered? The Gospel does not dismiss these feelings; instead, it allows
them to surface honestly.

Martha meets Jesus with both sorrow and faith. Her words are striking: she believes that even
now God will grant whatever Jesus asks. In response, Jesus declares one of the most powerful
statements in the New Testament: “I am the resurrection and the life.” This is not merely a
promise about the distant future. It is a revelation of who Jesus is—Ilife itself standing before
them.

The narrative then reaches its emotional centre. Jesus stands before the tomb and weeps.
These brief but powerful words remind us that divine power does not eliminate compassion.
Christ does not stand outside human suffering; he enters it. His tears affirm that grief is not a
failure of faith but part of love.

Yet the story does not end at the tomb. Jesus calls Lazarus out, and the dead man walks free.
The miracle is astonishing, but the command that follows is just as significant: “Unbind him,
and let him go.” Resurrection is not only an act of divine power; it becomes a shared respon-
sibility. The community must help remove the grave clothes.

This detail speaks directly to our world today. Many people walk through life bound by fear,
despair, injustice, or loneliness. The Church’s mission is not only to proclaim resurrection but
also to participate in the unbinding—to help remove whatever keeps people trapped in spir-
itual or social tombs.

As Lent nears its climax, the raising of Lazarus prepares us for the mystery of Easter. It
points forward to Christ’s own death and resurrection. But it also invites personal reflection.
Each of us carries places that feel sealed off like a tomb—relationships that seem beyond
healing, hopes that appear buried, faith that has grown weak.

Into these spaces, Christ still speaks the same command: “Come out.”

The Fifth Sunday of Lent reminds us that resurrection is not merely a doctrine; it is an en-
counter. The voice that called Lazarus from death continues to call believers today—from
fear to courage, from despair to hope, and from darkness into life.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Chapter 8: Fruit of the Vine

Monday 23rd of March
5:30pm—6:30pm
at WG School

Monday 23rd of March
6:00pm—7pm
at Kensal Rise Church

CONFIRMATION

8. Prayer—staying in touch
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