HYMNS FOR Sunday 10am MASS

MASS INTENTIONS 21st Dec—28th December 2025
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ENTRANCE 117 Come O divine Messiah Date Time |Intention
KYRIE Mass of Creation Sat 20th | 12:30pm | BAPTISM
5pm | Dennis, Peggy & Patrick Murphy (Christmas Ints)

GLORIA

Sun 21st| 8am | People of the Parish
GOSPEL ACCL. ai

70 (Verse said) M 10am | Tommy Carter (Anniversary)

OFFERTORY 113 The Angel Gabriel 11:30am | Ttalian Mass
SANCTUS Mass of Creation Mon22nd| 10am | Phil Keenan (RIP)
MEMORIAL ACCL. | Missa Simplex I N7 —I | Tue 23rd| 10am | Ana’s Famﬂy (Intentions-j
OUR FATHER Said Wed 24th Christmas’s Eve (see below Masses times)
AGNUS DEI Mass of Creation

Thu 25th Christmas Day (see below Masses tiines)
COMMUNION 126 A noble flower of Juda
RECESSIONAL 112 O come, O come Emr _ ucl | Fri26th | 10am |Lydia Ogundimu’s Family (Intentions)

= Sat27th | 5pm | Verina Nicholas (Birthday Intentions)
Let us remember in our prayers <, >4

all those in our parish who are sick, housebound, or with-
out personal prayer support, and those whose anniver-
saries occur at this time. May they feel the comfort of our
prayers and the presence of God’s love.

Main Altar Sanctuary Lamp

Our Priests (Intentions)

Sacred Heart Fr Natalino (Birthday Intentions)

Pope’s December prayer intention:
‘For Christians in areas of conflict’

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or con-
flict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of
peace, reconciliation, and hope.

WWW.popesprayer.va

The Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network: https:
The Pope Video: https:/ /thepopevideo.org
Pray with Pope Leo XIV: https://clicktopray.org/monthly

Our Lady People of the Parish

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES

PARISH NEWS & INFORMATION
Thank You!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined us for the
Cantus Carol Concert on Thursday, 18th December, and
Parish Volunteers Christmas Party on Friday, 19th Decem-
ber. It was a joy to celebrate together and express our grati-
tude for all the time, energy, and dedication you give to our

sk

parish throughout the year.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to

the Italian Community for their generous

donation to the parish. Your kindness is deeply

appreciated and will greatly support our church.

Wishing you all a joyful Christmas and a peaceful New Year!
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Christmas Eve Family Mass

We are inviting all our children to come along to our

Family mass on Christmas Eve at 5pm dressed:in

Nativity costume for the Children’s Tableau.

CRIB OFFERING 2025

This yeat’s crib offering will go to The Catholic Children's Socie-

ty (Westminster). The funds raised will be used to support
local children and families in need. We will be collecting

after masses in the Porch, thank you for your support to, this

very special charity

Wed 24th 10am | Wednesday Mass of AA—(i‘-\/e;lt
5pm | Family Mass with Children’s Tableau
7.30pm | Sri Lankan Chaplaincy Mass
11.30pm | Carols and Readings
12am | Midnight Mass
Thu 25th 10am | The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Day
11.30am | Italian Mass

Confession will be available after every morning mass (Monday to

Friday) from Monday 15th December until 24th December

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES

Should you wish to make a Christmas Offering to the church this
year, the envelopes are ready to be taken away from the Porch. Your
offering helps to cover the cost of our Priests stipends, we thank you
generously for supporting them. Should you wish to give one of our

Priests a gift you must do that separately through a card with their

name on it, or some other means through the letter

PARISH OFFICE CHRISTMAS TIMES

+ The Parish office will be closed from Tuesday 22nd Decem-
ijnday 5th January, re-opening Friday 9th January 2026.

We will howeyer, have access to emails on Tuesday 6th January.

Mary’s Meals - Fundraiser

_This January, Mary's Meals invites you to donate your un-

" wanted Christmas gifts to help feed children in need.

4% Collection: Weekend of Sunday 11th January
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Sale: Sunday 18th January after the 10am Mass

Please note: No old clothes, this is not a jumble sale.

All proceeds go to Mary's Meals.

Thank you for your generosity, and Happy Christmas!
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Email: kensalrise@rcdow.org.uk
www.transfigparishkensalrise.org.uk

Facebook : www.facebook.com/COTTKR
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Parish Priest
Monsignor Roger Reader
rogerreader@rcdow.org.uk

0208 451 4677
Assistant Priest
Fr Matteo Di Giuseppe
matteodigiuseppe@rcdow.org.uk
Italian Chaplaincy
Fr Natalino Mignolli

Parish Office

kensalrise@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office opens: Tues, Wed,
Thurs, Fri 10:00am - 3:00pm
— K
Sunday Masses: (Sat Spm*) Sun
8am & 10am
Italian Mass: Sun 11:30am
Weekday Masses: Mon, Tues,
Wed, Thurs & Fri 10am
Confession: Sat 4pm before
Mass or by appointment
Exposition: Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday before 10am Mass

* Livestreamed
0 ks W

LAST WEEK OFFERINGS
£548.08
LAST MONTH STANDING ORDERS
£3996.50
LAST MONTH CONTACTLESS INCOME

£911.50

KENSAL PINES

|
|
|
10% OFF VOUCHER FOR THE I
PARISHIONERS OF KENSAL RISE I
Please cut out this coupon and give to KENSAL |
PINES when placing your order for 2025. |

THE TRANSFIGURATION
CATHOLIC CHURCH
KENSAL RISE

DECEMBER, MONTH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
21st December 2025

The ssue of gender is never far from the headlines today. For many people it can feel
like an entirely new phenomenon, yet what is truly new is the speed and intensity with which
these questions are now debated. Careers are made and broken by where people stand, and
society is being forced to think again—often painfully—about the role of men.

For centuries, men were viewed in narrowly defined ways: strong, authoritative, decisive, and
dominant. Much of that has rightly been challenged. The injustices suffered by women over
generations are real and undeniable. My own mother became a doctor in 1950, when such a
path was highly unusual for a woman, and she endured discrimination throughout her medical
career simply because of her gender. These experiences remind us that change has often been
necessary and overdue.

Yet the role of men today has become increasingly complex and contested. At one
extreme are voices that promote a distorted and aggressive version of masculinity—often
loudly and lucratively online, corrupting the hearts of young men. At the other are attitudes
that seem to despise men altogether, treating them as superfluous to life or inherently suspect.
In this confusion, many men struggle to understand who they are meant to be.

Into this debate, today’s gospel speaks with surprising clarity. Matthew’s account of Joseph
and the conception of Jesus brings the role of a man, and a father, into sharp focus. Joseph is
engaged to Mary; in his time, this was effectively marriage. To discover that Mary was preg-
nant would have struck him to the very core of his being. His honour, his future, his place in
society—all seemed to be at risk.

Joseph had options. He could have abandoned Mary. He could have publicly shamed
her. He could even have assaulted her. Many men would have done this then, and many still
do now. Instead, Matthew tells us that Joseph was “a righteous man”. His righteousness is
shown not in anger or self-assertion, but in restraint, compassion, and openness to God. He
resists his first impulse to walk away. He listens. He dreams. He allows divine guidance to
reshape his understanding of what has happened. la doing so, he stands by Mary—not just at
the birth of Jesus, but throughout his life. Though not Jesus’ biological father, Joseph be-
comes his true father.

Pope Francis reflected deeply on this in his Apostolic Letter Patris Corde, and offered
a powerful meditation on masculinity and fatherhood through the figure of St Joseph:
“Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see frus-
tration but only trust. His patient silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of trusi.
Our world today needs fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a
means of compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who confuse authority with au-
thoritarianism, service with servility, discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare men-
tality, power with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, which is the
fruit of mature sacrifice.”

As we approach Christmas, let us not lose sight of Joseph. Quiet, obedient, coura-
geous, and faithful, he offers a vision of masculinity that is deeply countercultural: strong yet
gentle, decisive yet humble, authoritative yet self-giving. Let him be a model for all men,
young as well as old—and indeed for all of us—of what true humanity looks like when
shaped by trust in God and love for others.

We wish you a joyful Advent and a blessed Christmas!
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